
Bering Sea Canyons

Vulnerable habitats in need of 
protection





Knowledge to Date

ÅNOAA whitepaper

ÅNGO proposals and testimony

ÅNOAA Pribilof Canyon ROV study

ÅObserver bycatch data

ÅNOAA trawl surveys

ÅSea bird & marine mammal forage data







Canyons are Research Priority

ÅñThe SSC urges further research on skate 
nursery areas to evaluate the spatial extent and 
uniqueness of these apparently critical habitat 
areas and on the importance of canyons.ò

Åñéthe Council adopts the SSCôs recommendation 
to gather more information on the Bering Sea 
Slope canyons and suggests this be named a top 
priority for NPRB research.ò



Best Available Science
(in accordance w/ Information 
Quality Act)

ÅOnly in situ exploration of Zhemchug Canyon

ÅFirst manned submersible exploration of Pribilof 
and Zhemchug Canyon

ÅSystematic seafloor surveys

ÅHigh quality, quantifiable video record

ÅDozens of specimens collected

ÅScientific Advisory Panel

ÅNOAA participation




