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THE NATURE CONSERVANCY’S MISSION is to preserve
plants, animals, and natural communities that repre-
sent the diversity of life on Earth by protecting the
lands and waters they need to survive.

Since 1951, the Conservancy, a non-profit member-
ship organization headquartered in Arlington, Virginia,
has worked with local conservationists both in the
United States and internationally to identify and pro-
tect critical habitat. To date, the Conservancy and its
members, who now number more than one million,
have been responsible for the protection of more than
eight million acres in the United States and Canada,
and have helped like-minded organizations in Latin
America, the Caribbean, Asia and the Pacific safe-
guard more than 55 million acres. The Conservancy is
well-known for its expertise in land acquisition for
conservation purposes; in the United States, the orga-
nization owns more than 1,300 preserves—the largest
private system of nature sanctuaries in the world.

The Conservancy recognizes that local organizations
have the best insight into local conservation issues.
It therefore works to support partners, assuring that
they have the resources and skills to make decisions
that will guarantee a rich natural legacy.

THE BIODIVERSITY SUPPORT PROGRAM (BSP) is a consor-
tium of World Wildlife Fund, The Nature Conservancy,
and World Resources Institute, funded by the U.S.
Agency for International Development (USAID). BSP’s
mission is to promote conservation of the world’s bio-
logical diversity and to maximize the impact of U.S.
government resources directed toward international
biodiversity conservation. This publication was made
possible through support provided by the Global
Bureau of USAID, under the terms of Cooperative
Agreement Number DHR-5554-A-00-8044-00. The
opinions expressed herein are those of the authors
and do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID.
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