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About WWF

WWF works to sustain the natural world for the benefit of people and wildlife, collaborating with partners from local to global levels in nearly 100 countries.
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Climate



Create a climate-resilient and zero-carbon world, powered by renewable energy
 










Overview
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People around the world are calling on leaders to take action on climate change.








Our world is changing faster than anyone predicted. Already, freshwater supplies are shrinking, agricultural yields are dropping, our forests are burning, and rising oceans are more acidic—all, in part, due to a warming climate. As our natural world changes around us, so does our way of life. Coastal home values drop as insurance premiums rise; drought reduces feed for American farmers’ cattle and water for their crops; more pollen and dust in the air aggravates asthma and allergies in kids and adults alike.

At WWF, we believe we can fight this consequential threat and build a safer, healthier and more resilient future for people and nature. We must rethink the way we produce and consume energy, food, and water; protect the world’s forests; and help people prepare for a changing world.

Achieving this future will require action by everyone, and we are already well on our way. People are using their collective voices to demand change. Businesses are making investments in clean energy, already creating local jobs and stronger economies. Communities are redesigning their roads, buildings, airports, and railroads to make them climate resilient. And nations around the world are committed to delivering on a landmark global plan to curb climate change, known as the Paris Agreement.

For decades, WWF has engaged with millions of Americans, leading businesses, and government leaders to prepare for inevitable change and reduce the emissions that drive climate change.
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Is climate change increasing the risk of disasters? 


From deadly wildfires in Hawaii to devastating floods in Vermont, disasters wreaked havoc across the US in 2023, the world’s hottest year on record. They shook millions of lives and caused billions of dollars in damage. As the climate crisis intensifies, there is no question that the intensity and frequency of extreme weather – often resulting in disasters – is increasing. 
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Blog Posts
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Sustainability Works
SEC climate disclosures were a good first step. Now companies must do more.
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Sustainability Works
Join WWF at GreenBiz24
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Sustainability Works
Decoding Treasury's Proposed Guidance for the Clean Hydrogen Production Tax Credit
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Nature Breaking
Decoding COP28
 













Why It Matters
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Wildlife

Climate change is already having a significant impact on wild animals around the globe. Changes in climate are altering the timing of life cycles, causing species to shift where they live, and in some cases even leading to extinction. We can help species adapt to our changing world by ensuring that our own responses to climate change factor in the health and wellbeing of the habitat and resources on which they depend.
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Front Line Communities

Climate change imposes heavy burdens on those living nearest to floodplains, shorelines, and polluted city centers. By demanding cuts to dangerous pollution, providing access to green jobs, and spurring economic growth for all Americans, we can begin a fair transition to the economy of the future—one powered by clean and renewable energy. WWF recognizes and supports cities’ transitions toward 100% renewable energy. WWF also works with communities worldwide on environmentally responsible disaster recovery, reconstruction, and risk reduction. 
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Our Security

In the US and around the world, climate change is destabilizing food production, displacing people in vulnerable countries, and threatening our shorelines with sea level rise and more extreme storms. The Paris Agreement is the world’s collective response to addressing climate change in the years to come. Although the US government has signaled its intention to withdraw from this global pact, America’s cities, states, and businesses are working with world leaders to turn the promise of that agreement into concrete action. Our collective security, health, and prosperity rest on urgent and collaborative action.
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 Our Economy

American taxpayers are paying the price for weather disasters, crop failures, and higher insurance rates associated with our warming world. The good news is that America’s leading businesses, along with our city and state leaders, are taking the lead on climate action. They are investing in clean renewable energy and locking in cheaper energy prices—and creating jobs, strong communities, and a more stable climate in the process.
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Our Fresh Water

Climate change is altering patterns of weather and water around the world, causing shortages and droughts in some areas and floods in others. These changes will combine to make less water available for agriculture, energy generation, cities and ecosystems around the world. There’s a lot we can do to create a water-secure future, and it starts by learning how much water it takes to make the things in your daily life—from the coffee you drink to the t-shirts you wear. Once you know the water footprint of everyday items, choose wisely and purchase products that have a minimal impact on the places where they come from.
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Our Oceans

Both people and wildlife depend on the health of our oceans as a source of sustenance and livelihood. Our oceans absorb most of the warming and carbon pollution occurring today, even more than the atmosphere. Warmer oceans are driving stronger storms and bleaching coral reefs. As oceans absorb carbon dioxide, they become more acidic, threatening most shelled organisms, including small crustaceans fundamental to the marine food chain.
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Our Arctic

The Artic is warming twice as fast as the rest of the earth, affecting weather around the globe and threatening the foundation of Arctic ecosystems. Arctic summer sea ice is expected to disappear before mid-century, which will have cascading consequences worldwide. We can help conserve this region by protecting the Artic from offshore development, reducing pollution and accidents, and enhancing ecosystem resilience to climate change.




















What WWF Is Doing



To adequately address the climate crisis we must urgently reduce carbon pollution and prepare for the consequences of global warming—which the world is already experiencing—and raise our collective voice for action. Combining global outreach with local expertise, WWF’s focus is on:






Building a Low Carbon USA


WWF believes that strong action on climate change that grows our economy and strengthens our energy security begins with setting ambitious goals. That is why WWF is working with businesses, cities, and national governments to set emissions reduction goals aligned what science says is needed. And because that strong low carbon economy needs to be powered by clean and cheap renewable energy, WWF is leading businesses and cities to make it very easy to buy.  With innovative strategies and partnerships WWF is building momentum for a low-carbon economy by:  

	Helping companies to set and meet science-based targets
	Urging America’s largest companies use their collective purchasing power to scale up renewable energy and bringing those lessons to help cities do the same.
	Challenging all US cities to set ambitious goals, transition toward 100% renewable energy, and address local climate threats
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Preparing for a Changing World


WWF works with local communities, governments, and others around the world to help people and nature prepare for the many impacts of a changing climate. To do this we: 

	Work with communities and governments to understand and prepare for climate change
	Integrate environmental considerations into disaster recovery, reconstruction, and risk reduction
	Study how people’s responses to climate change affect ecosystems and wildlife
	Assess species to determine traits that make them resilient or vulnerable to changes in climate




Delivering on the Promise of the Paris Agreement
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The Paris Agreement is the world’s collective response to addressing climate change in the years to come. Alongside the federal government, America’s cities, states, and businesses are working with world leaders to turn the promise of that agreement into concrete action.

WWF is helping accelerate climate action from national governments, and from cities, states, and businesses to deliver on the ambitious temperature goals of the historic Paris Agreement by:

	Providing financial support to developing countries as an implementing partner of the Green Climate Fund (GCF) and the Global Environment Facility (GEF)
	Building a coalition of non-federal actors in the US who remained committed to the Paris Agreement
	Helping transition developing countries to clean energy sources like wind and solar
	Working with companies and cities to transform their businesses to dramatically reduce their emissions throughout their entire value chain
	Ensuring that ecosystem-based approaches to adaptation are incorporated into national development plans
	Collaborating with US Latino leaders and communities to raise awareness of climate risks from Latin America to North America
	Curbing climate pollution from international aviation




Reducing Emissions from Deforestation 
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Forests are nature’s greatest technology for combating climate change: they naturally absorb carbon dioxide (CO2), reducing the amount of this heat-trapping gas in our atmosphere. When forests are not managed responsibly, they release large quantities of C02 into the atmosphere. Deforestation and degradation are the largest sources of C02 emissions after the burning of fossil fuels. Scientists estimate up to 13% of global carbon emissions come from deforestation.

WWF saves forests and fights climate change by:

	Supporting REDD+, which offers financial incentives to developing countries that create and implement strategies to manage and use their forests responsibly.
	Creating multi-million dollar funds to properly manage forests that are designated as protected.
	Working to end illegal logging.
	Ensuring that global climate change agreements reduce forest loss and degradation.
	Helping countries and regions assess the benefits nature provides under different development and climate change scenarios.
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WWF Statement on the New EPA Emission Standards for Cars and Trucks
March 20, 2024

	
WWF statement on global temperatures exceeding 1.5°C over 12-month period 
February 08, 2024

	
WWF statement on White House announcing pause of liquid natural gas export approvals
January 26, 2024






Projects

	
The Renewable Thermal Collaborative 


The Renewable Thermal Collaborative (RTC) is the global coalition for companies, institutions, and governments committed to scaling up renewable heating and cooling at their facilities, dramatically cutting carbon emissions.




	
Biogenic Carbon Footprint Calculator for Harvested Wood Products


WWF, in partnership with Quantis, Intl., has developed a free, user-friendly calculator to calculate biogenic emissions for a variety of forest-based products. The calculator's aim is to support companies in the dynamic accounting of biogenic emissions of wood-based products, improving the quality of their greenhouse gas (GHG) inventories and facilitating decision-making around the sustainable sourcing, design, and use of those products. This calculator is a beta test and, if useful and aligned with forthcoming Greenhouse Gas Protocol guidance, will be updated and improved.
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A Playbook for Nature Positive Infrastructure Development 
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Cool, Blue Food: A Strategic Approach to Cold Chain Projects in Ocean Communities
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Building a Nature-Positive Energy Transformation
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WWF Summary Report: Scaling Up Cold-Chain Solutions in the Southwest Indian Ocean
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Nikhil Advani
Director, Climate, Communities and Wildlife
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Shaun Martin
Vice President, Adaptation and Resilience, Deputy Lead, Climate Change
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Ryan Bartlett
Director, Climate Risk Management & Resilience
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Anita van Breda
Senior Director, Environment and Disaster Management
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Marty Spitzer
Senior Director, Climate and Renewable Energy
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Christa Anderson
Director of Climate Science and Carbon Metrics, Climate Change
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Rebecca Shaw
Chief Scientist and Senior Vice President, Global Science
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David Kuhn
Lead, Corporate Resilience
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Tim Juliani
Director, US Corporate Climate Engagement
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Daniel Riley
Director, Corporate Climate and Renewable Energy
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Brent Loken
Global Food Lead Scientist, Global Science
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Cihang Yuan
Senior Program Officer, International Corporate Climate Partnerships
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Cheryl Margoluis
Executive Director, CARE-WWF Alliance
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Lucas Black
Vice President, Climate Finance
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How You Can Help











Take Action


Join us to make change. Speak up for species and places through WWF's Action Center.
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Give to WWF


Make a gift to WWF's global conservation efforts and choose from symbolic adoptions, apparel, and more!
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