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About WWF

WWF works to sustain the natural world for the benefit of people and wildlife, collaborating with partners from local to global levels in nearly 100 countries.
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Ecoregions





Please note: These biome and ecoregion pages (and associated data) are no longer being updated and may now be out of date. These pages and data exist for historical reference only. For updated bioregion data, please visit One Earth.














Biodiversity is not spread evenly across the Earth but follows complex patterns determined by climate, geology and the evolutionary history of the planet. These patterns are called "ecoregions".

WWF defines an ecoregion as a "large unit of land or water containing a geographically distinct assemblage of species, natural communities, and environmental conditions".

The boundaries of an ecoregion are not fixed and sharp, but rather encompass an area within which important ecological and evolutionary processes most strongly interact.

The Global ecoregions recognize the fact that, whilst tropical forests and coral reefs harbour the most biodiversity and are the traditional targets of conservation organizations, unique manifestations of nature are found in temperate and boreal regions, in deserts and mountain chains, which occur nowhere else on Earth and which risk being lost forever if they are not conserved.


 





Terrestrial Ecoregions

	Deserts and xeric shrublands
	Tropical and subtropical moist broadleaf forests
	Tropical and subtropical dry broadleaf forests
	Tropical and subtropical coniferous forests
	Temperate broadleaf and mixed forests
	Temperate Coniferous Forest 
	Boreal forests / Taiga 
	Tropical and subtropical grasslands, savannas and shrublands
	Temperate grasslands, savannas and shrublands
	Flooded grasslands and savannas
	Montane grasslands and shrublands
	Tundra
	Mediterranean Forests, woodlands and scrubs 
	Mangroves





Freshwater Ecoregions

	Large river ecosystems 
	Large river headwater ecosystems 
	Large river delta ecosystems 
	Small river ecosystems
	Large lake ecosystems 
	Small Lake Ecosystems
	Xeric basin ecosystems


Marine Ecoregions

	Polar Ecoregions
	Temperate Shelf and seas ecoregions
	Temperate Upwelling 
	Tropical Upwellings
	Tropical Coral









Selection Methodology

The Global Ecoregions are the results of regional analyses of biodiversity across the continents and oceans of the world, completed in collaboration with hundreds of regional experts worldwide and by conducting extensive literature reviews.

These ecoregions were chosen from outstanding examples of each terrestrial, freshwater, and marine major habitat type. The 26 major habitat types describe different areas of the world that share similar environmental conditions, habitat structure, and patterns of biological complexity, and that contain similar communities and species adaptations.

In order to represent the unique fauna and flora of the world's continents and ocean basins, each major habitat type was further subdivided by 7 biogeographic realms (Afrotropical, Australasia, Indo-Malayan, Nearctic, Neotropical, Oceania, Palearctic).

Finally, ecoregions that represented the most distinctive examples of biodiversity for a given major habitat type were identified within each biogeographic realm. They were chosen based on the following parameters:

	species richness
	endemism
	higher taxonomic uniqueness (e.g., unique genera or families, relict species or communities, primitive lineages)
	extraordinary ecological or evolutionary phenomena (e.g., extraordinary adaptive radiations, intact large vertebrate assemblages, presence of migrations of large vertebrates)
	global rarity of the major habitat type


Only the biodiversity value of ecoregions sharing the same major habitat type were compared because the relative magnitude of parameters such as richness and endemism varies widelay among them.


 




“Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat.”


Dr. Sybille Klenzendorf

Managing Director, Species Conservation Program
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