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Educating Commu-

nities and Schools

Every conservationist knows the
importance of education and out-
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The educational materials were
developed for the School Garbage
Bank Program that WWF and Ameri-

i i reach to their cause, especially when ¥ Gensramminean Weintarmmi v . o .
in Thailand ) .p Y :,,,,':,., :‘Mu q,.,..,,?:nmmmmm can Red Cross initiated in five sites
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 their work training school 155 s 1 o e 1N Phang Nga and Krabi provinces to
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aged children in solid waste man-
agement, WWF - Thailand has re-
cently produced and distributed

children and improve solid waste

Opportunity: The management in the provinces. The

Indonesia Water- i ) students, aged eight and above,
educational brochures to American .
. o ) collect recyclable materials from
shed Forum Red Cross offices in five provinces ) .
X ) ] their communities and schools and
_ which will be used to train commu- deposit them in a dgarbage
Team Profile: 2 nity members as well as partner his Lo
aft o nadin M- Sifmanduniia which is run and operated by fellow
i staff. il fimlsh vraniinslmetisy valaune o
EFL, Sri Lanka ::.u".;m:ﬁ LA P — e students. Once the garbage bank
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operators collect and separate all of
the waste, they deliver it to local
recycling facilities. In exchange for
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The educational brochure is part of i1tk

Cleaning Up The 2
a training support system provided

OThere are 4 kinds of garbage:

Maldives by WWF and American Red C i
y aﬁ mencan. g ross as e Organic waste (grass, leaves, food bringing waste to the garbage bank,
part of their Water, Sanitation and waste) can be composted and made . .
. . . N each student receives a savings
Other Green 3 Health Promotion Project. The sup- into fertilizer;

6passbookd to record their
much like a standard savings ac-

count. In some communities, the

port system also includes exhibition
materials and a soon to be released

e Recyclable materials (glass, plastic)
can be reused or sold fo traders;

Recovery Program

News manual o-n soli-d waste r_nanag-ement. o General waste (snack and candy passbook savings can be exchanged
. All rjaterlals will .be available in both packages, used tissue paper) is not for money, while in others students
Partner Profile: 5 English and Thai and feature colorful recyclable and cannot by composted; receive gifts.
Ahmad Arfiza pictures and diagrams illustrating e Hazardous waste s (insecticide spray

the main points. cans, hospital waste) —are harmful to
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people and the environment. 6

Continued on page 2

From Disaster to Opportunity: The Indonesia

In 2008, the WWF - American Red
Cross Green Recovery Partnership
seized an opportunity to improve
and protect a valuable watershed
with the help of the local commu-
nity. WWF and American Red Cross
instigated the Krueng Sabee Water-
shed Forum ( krueng me an's
Bahasa Indonesia) with the intention
of teaching communities how to

sustainably manage and protect the
ecological functions of the Krueng
Sabee watershed. Participants of the
forum also hope to see the water-
shed protect forests and provide
sustainable livelihoods to surround-
ing communities.

o r i vThe KruengiBabee flows through the

Aceh Jaya district of the province of
Aceh on Sumatra, Indonesia. The

Watershed Forum

river provides water for 20,000
Acehnese who use it for washing,
drinking, irrigation, transportation,
livelihoods and eco - tourism. Some
important crops in the Krueng Sabee
Watershed include coffee, spices
such as nutmeg and fruit such as
durian.
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EFL | s be

ner. EFL was involved in advocacy and

honored to
consulting work related to post 0
tsunami reconstruction directly follow-
ing the 2004 djsaster. This as an op-
portunity to broaden the horizons of
our current work and gain new exper-
tise. Sri Lanka experienced many prob-
lems in maintaining environmental
sustainability of some post - tsunami
reconstruction projects, which is why it
/s a pleasure for EFL to have the oppor-
tunity to directly provide solutions to
some of these problems and work
towards long - term sustainability.
Opening avenues to work with the Sri
Lanka Red Cross Society and the Red
Cross movement and influence their
work can be considered the highlight
of EFLs work within
- Missaka Hettiarachchi , Partnership
Coordinator/Program Manager

Read more about the
School Garbage Bank

Program on our website:
http://
www.worldwildlife.org/

what/partners/
humanitarian/

Team Profile: Environmental Foundation

What is EFL?: EFL is a nonprofit, pub-

lic interest organization working for

the conservation

ronment and natural resources. EFL

occupies a unique position in Sri
Lanka
public interest organizations, serving
the nation and its citizenry on mat-
ters of environmental justice since
1981. EFLOGSs
an honorary Board of Directors;
funding comes from various donors
such as Ford Foundation, NORAD,
Asia Foundation, IUCN, and HIVOS.
EFL is comprised of 6 programmes
including'the’ 'Legal Prograrme”’,
which provides free legal services to
disadvantaged communities and
raises awareness of environmental
and legal matters among disadvan-

as one

of

of the

activiti

Limited (EFL)

taged communities, the  Commu-
nity Environmental Laboratory

(EEL) theLoalyldbardtosy ineSn v i -
L a n k a 6 sgoverontental sector
that conducts free laboratory test-
inga, the &mvitoamental ldfermation
Unit (EIU), Environmental Mediation
Centre (EMC), Information and
Awareness Unit (lAU) and the Sci-

ence Pogrammg over ned by

Honors and Achievements:

e |n 2005, the President of Sri
Lanka awarded EFL the
0O0Excellence in En
Service Award. o6

e The only organization in Sri
Lanka to provide free legal and
laboratory testing services to
poor and vulnerable groups.

e A Legal Panel made up of 85

socially - conscious lawyers as-

EFLOs
out its pro - bono activities.

EFL program staff working on the

American Red Cross partnership are

led by Chairperson of the Board,

Sharmini Ratwatte, and include:

sists

. Missaka Hettiarachchi - Part-
nership Coordinator/Program
Manager

. Manishka de Mel
mental Scientist

v i rBuddhil@ dayatath - Environ-
mental Education and Mobili-
zation Coordinator

. Akvan Gajanayake - Asst.
Environmental Officer

8 Environ-

Cleaning Up The Maldives

On a monitoring visit in July, 2008,
World Wildlife Fund (WWF), World
Conservation Union (IUCN) and
American Red Cross (ARC) staff
discovered a major need for solid
waste management (SWM) on the
islands Dhuvafaaru, Ungafaaru,
Kudahoovadhu, Guraidhoo and
Maafushi in the Maldives. WWF
water and sanitation engineer
Achala Navaratne visited the nation
in August to assess the SWM prac-
tices and hold meetings with key
local stakeholder organizations

WWEF staff use the solid waste
management educational bro-
chure to train students involved in
the Garbage Bank Program, after
which the trained students go on
to educate students at other
schools. The brochures can also
be used to raise awareness in
communities and American Red
Cross offices.

GREEN RECOVERY PROGRAM

such as the Environment Research
Center (ERC), Island Village Devel-
opment Councils (VDCs), and
Womendés Devel opment
(WDCs). The major SWM prob-
lems Achala discovered are waste
dumping on land and in the

ocean, waste burning and lack of
efficient recycling facilities.

In November, Achala conducted
Training for Trainers (ToT) and
Community Mobilizer sessions on
SWNM, during which participants
were trained in the use of a Com-
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munity Awareness Resource kit
developed by ERC and Live &
Learn, Maldives to address the
salidwasteariaiagement issues in
the islands through community
led action.

Upon completion of the training,
trainees conducted an awareness
raising program using the re-
source kit in Maafushi. Follow up
action will be implemented by
community mobilizers selected at
the program.

oDid you know?

1.6 million plastic bags can circle
the world;

e Energy used to produce 8.7 plastic
bags can fuel a car for 1 km;

o /Improper disposal of plastic bags
results in the death of one million
sea birds per year, and another
100,000 marine animals;

e Fach year, marine turtles and other
creatures die from eating plastic
that

/s mistaken
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Like many previously untouched
ecosystems, the watershed now

faces modern threats from mining

and illegal logging industries, and

from cultivation of commodities like
palm oil and patchouli. Dam con-
struction on the river has led to
siltation, alteration of natural river

flow and loss of habitat, which

could negatively impact communi-

ties and ecosystems in the water-
shed.

The watershed forum is an oppor-
tunity for WWF and the American Red
Cross to inform communities about the
opportunities for sustainable use of the
watershed ecosystem services.

WWHF US and Indonesia staff with members of
the watershed forum in the Krueng Sabee

Members of the ten participating villages
gathered in June 2008 for Maulid Nabi,

the birthday of the Islamic prophet Mo-
hammed, which doubled as the opening
ceremonies for the forum. After the
festivities, community leaders and WWF
staff got down to business with some

§ awareness raising sessions. Some ways

in which the community members
shared their particular knowledge of the
watershed include creating maps and
prioritizing the values of the area.
WWEF, American Red Cross and local
communities have reaped many benefits
by working together, and this is only the
beginning. We look forward to more
community involvement to sustain the
beauty and health of often overlooked
places like Krueng Sabee.

Other Green Recovery Program News

- Joshua Fisher, a PhD candidate at
George Mason University, completed
his internship with the Humanitarian
Partnerships program. During his in-
ternship, Joshua expanded former
intern Kathleen
hazard risk to WWF -US6s 19
ecoregions to include the WWF Net-
wor kds 35 priority
also analyzed a dataset on the risk of
conflict to the Network 35. This new
data will provide the basis for WWF -
U S 6@&obal Disaster Outlook, Vol. 2.

Partner Profile: Ahmad Arfiza

As the Deputy Partnership Coordinator
for the American Red Cross Tsunami
Recovery Program in Indonesia, Ahmad
Arfiza supports the Partnership Coor-
dinator by managing partner relation-
ships, ensuring effective communica-
tion with and between ARC supported
partner initiatives at field level, and
liaising with partners to resolve issues.
Prior to joining the American Red
Cross, Ahmad worked for four years in
various capacities for the United Na-
tions World Food Programme (WFP)

e ¢ partefgtheio serses,

- Aaron McNevin presented to the en-
tire WWF- US headquarter staff on pro-
gress made on sustainable aquaculture
in Aceh.

- Anita van Breda presented alongside

Re y t a Cliades Kedlyofehe Benfield Blazard
p r i Resedrch Center at the Woodrow Wil-

son International Center for Scholars as

Resources and Environmental Integrity
During Response to Crisis and Confiict.
- The paper, Environmental Steward-
ship and the Humanitarian Aid Water
and Sanitation Sector: Lessons from

including Head of WFP Sub - Offices in
Myanmar and Simeulue (Aceh) and
National Programme Officer in the
aftermath of the 2004 tsunami. Ahmad
also served for three years as Field
Officer for the International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC) during the
period of conflict in Aceh, focusing on
dissemination of International Humani-
tarian Law (IHL) and relevant Geneva
Conventions to armed forces.
Ahmad holds a
Education with a specialization in

Fuswibing dlatural

teaching English to non - native
speakers.

In his free time, Ahmad enjoys
watching movies, listening to
music, meeting friends for coffee,
and traveling.

WWEF is happy to work with Ahmad
and looks forward to future col-
laborations!

the 2004 Tsunami Disaster Response
written by Jonathan Randall, Yohannes
Hagos, Achala Navaratne and Emily
Rand, has been accepted by the online
journal Water Practice and Technology
The paper will
website, http://www.iwaponline.com/

wpt/ , in January. Congratulations to all!
- Sharon Pailler joined WWF - US as the

Conservation Science

scientist. Sharon will assist with the
social aspects of the Green Recovery
Partnership Monitoring and Evaluation
Plan.

ol think the Green
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Bachel or Sypey fefy & hbnBnitaridh interventions, especially within the Red Cross.

This partnership has created a strong basis for more sustainable humani-
tarian aid which eventually will lead to longer impact for beneficiaries we
are serving. | would love to see if further strong steps could be under-
taken by relevant actors to incorporate environmental consideration into
humani tarian interventionso
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Fisherman casting his net at sunset in Calang, Aceh, Indonesia

© Jonathan Randall/2008

Natural Disasters in the News

Looking Back
On December 26, countries in South-
east Asia and around the world
looked back on four years of rebuild-
ing shattered lives and communities
after the devastating Indian Ocean
tsunami took 225,000 lives in 2004.

Himalayan Tremors
A series of earthquakes resulting in
two main shocks of 5.2 and 6.4 mag-
nitude shook villages in the province
of Baluchistan, Pakistan on October 29.
The epicenter
of Quetta, the capital of the province.
166 people lost their lives, and, accord-
ing to the UN emergency shelter cluster,
13,000 winterized shelters were required
to house survivors.

qguakeds

October 5 brought a powerful 6.6 earth-
quake to Kyrgyzstan, killing 72 people.
The following day, an earthquake of the
same size hit Tibet, killing 30 people.

A mountain gorilla hides from a park

w &agger7The spvierbl Buadres endan-h
gered mountain gorillas living in
Virunga National Park continue to suffer
from conflict in the region. Photo cour-
tesy of nationalgeographic.com

Escalating Conflict in Democratic
Republic of Congo
On Sunday, October 26 , armies of
the National Congress for the De-
fense of People (CNDP), the De-
mocratic Republic of Congo rebel
government, attacked Virunga
Nati onal Par kds
ing the beginning of a massive
confrontation between rebel and
government troops that continues
today. The conflict has only added
to the pre - existing humanitarian crisis of
1 million displaced people and serves as
a huge threat to the biodiversity of Af-
ricads first national

Dry Land
Agricultural economists estimated farm-
ing losses of $1.4 million due to an ex-
tended drought in the American state of
Texas. I'n similar
rainfall in 2008 only exacerbated the
count ry 6 s yeardong db@yht.
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