The Congo Basin

For more than 30 years, WWF has been protecting the Congo Basin, the world’s
second largest rain forest after the Amazon. The nearly 500 million acre (202 million
hectare) landmass covers almost half of Central Africa and spans six countries:
Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, the Central African Republic, the Republic of
Congo and the Democratic Republic of Congo.

Ranking among the most
important wilderness areas left
on Earth, the Congo Basin forests
are home to most of Africa’s
remaining forest elephants and
great apes, with significant
populations of bongo and buffalo
and a wide array of forest fauna.
The region also contains about
400 other mammal species, more
than 1,000 species of birds, and
well over 10,000 plant species,
30 percent of which are unique to
the region. More than 20 million
people call the Congo Basin their
home and rely on the landscape
as an essential source of food,
materials and shelter.

Threats

With almost 10 million acres (3.8 million hectares) of forest degraded each year,

the Congo Basin is threatened by a variety of forces. The large commercial trade

of bushmeat is the leading cause of wildlife loss. Other major threats include
unsustainable logging; mining for diamonds, gold and other raw materials; and rapid
population growth and expansion.
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Large-Scale Conservation in the Heart of Africa

Congo Basin at a Glance

Surface Area:

* Almost 500 million acres
(202 million hectares)

Countries:

e Cameroon

Central African Republic

Democratic Republic of Congo

Equatorial Guinea

Gabon

Republic of Congo

Species (conservative estimates):
* 400 mammal species
* 1,000 bird species

< 10,000 plant species






